The Third Arab-hraeli War
declare toward the end of June 1967, their "heartfelt gratitude
to the Soviet Union".7*5
Nasser's dependency on Moscow77 has given the Russians
substantial political leverage in dealing with him, and they have
applied it apparently with good results in setting down new and
stricter conditions on their military aid, such as the stationing
of Soviet military advisers with Arab troops and vesting them
with increased guidance over the direction of Arab military
affairs, and the purging of anti-revolutionary elements from
the Egyptian armed forces. This in turn has permitted deeper
Soviet penetration into Egypt and has increased the opportu-
nities for its control over the UAR political apparatus.
As soon as hostilities had ended, Russia began to rush mili-
tary and economic aid to the Arabs. She supplied new MIG's
and airlifted other badly needed military equipment to the
UAR and other Arab states.78 The Soviet Union thereby not
merely sought to recoup some of her lost prestige, but also to
bolster the existing governments in Egypt and Syria, and to
make the Arabs more dependent upon her and thus to in-
crease her power in the area.79 It was also intended to restore
*& Hindustan Times (New Delhi), 30 June 1967.
77 It seemed that despite their failure against Israel, the Russians had
won a considerable political success against the United States which found
itself being ignomioiously evicted from most Arab countries.
78 The Soviet Union rearmed Egypt at an estimated cost of $500 million.
79 Taking advantage of the friendly   feelings generated  by the quick
replenishment of military equipment and the verbal support for the Arabs,
the Russians have swiftly built up their naval forces in the Mediterranean.
Af the time of the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War, the Russians had only a
small fleet in the Mediterranean without the support or fire power of a
self-contained striking force, and in   addition,   depended upon Turkey's
goodwill in the Dardanelles. In order to improve its position vis-a-vis the
U.S. Sixth Fleet, the Russians began a massive build-up of their naval
forces in the Mediterranean soon after the June War, and by 1968, they
had become a force to be reckoned with, with an. estimated  forty-five
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